
There’s a ton to learn in Short Films!  
John Scott, director of the St. Cloud Film Festival, and Heidi 
Jeub, visual artist and juror for the SCFF, bring short films to 
students to develop media literacy skills. 

Ask some kids how often they watch film? 3 hands go up. Ask how many of 
them watch YouTube, Vimeo, or SnapChat? All hands go up. Film and Media 
is a huge part of their lives, and we unpack this powerful tool that more kids 
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Educational 

Value 

Arts Ed 
Standards: 
While Film is a 
visual art form, it is a 
wonderful tool to 
address “Media 
Literacy,” a 
Common Core 
standard for Grades 
9-12. Critically 
analyze information 
found in electronic, 
print, and mass 
media and use a 
variety of these 
sources.  

Art Standards: 
9.1.1.2.2 - 3 
9.1.3.2.1 - 2 
9.4.1.2.1 - 2 

Other Subjects 
Some of the films 
provide insight into 
global, social and 
historic events. 
Ideally the students 
develop their 
critical thinking 
skills, which applies 
to everything!

WHO BENEFITS? 
Middle School and 

High School Students 
in any class, not just art, 
can enjoy the films and 

the stories they tell. 
Teachers will likely 

discover new ways of 
critically exploring film 

or art!

WHY FILM? 
More kids have access 
to more digital media 

than every before! One 
film can explain 

complex issues in only 
a few minutes… but the 

audience has to pay 
attention first.

FILM FESTIVAL 
BENEFITS 

The SCFF has access to 
hundreds of films, many 
appropriate for youth. 

Teachers have access to 
the films throughout the 
year, to be used in other 

circumstances.

INFORMATION WINTER/SPRING 2016

Film Festival Residency 

film + media literacy



have access to than ever before, regardless of 
geography or socioeconomic status. They are both 
the recipients and the creators of content, which 
can result in amazing results! 

This residency provides access to dozens of films, 
from 2 minutes - 20 minutes, where students 
reflect using Descriptive Review (see below). They 
will explore content, how it was made, the 
feelings and messages it contains, and so much 
more.  

The residency can be one day, or several days, depending on number of kids, time periods and other 
aspects that is usually unique to each school and district. Films chosen can be geared towards 
subjects that they are learning, because teachers have access to the films prior to the residency date.  

“I enjoyed it.  The students enjoyed it.  It made 
them do some critical thinking which was good.  
I thought the presenters used the right tone in 
dealing with high school teenagers and I think 
it was altogether a very positive experience!” 

 2

RESIDENCY DESCRIPTION WINTER/SPRING 2016

USING DESCRIPTIVE REVIEW  
Do you love it ? Or hate it? That is where many 
children will explain film (or any art). We use a 
method, called Descriptive Review, that really 
keeps judgement till the last question, making 
sure they notice aspects of the work and 
explain how they feel or questions it may raise 
before they judge the work. This is a skill that 
is applicable in all aspects of learning, from 
art and literature, to social studies and science. 
They gain confidence asking questions or “throwing things out there” without being right or wrong. 
Teachers also appreciate the exercise, and can use it in their classroom after we are gone.



What’s Needed to host a Film Festival residency? 
A conversation with a few folks will make it happen! 

We have already successfully implemented the Film Fest Residency within the Freshwater School 
District. We will happily help with grant writing, fundraising, or planning whenever possible. 
Regional arts council grants are available for smaller residencies like this, but also a 1-day residency 
may be considered with local fundraising efforts. We are both well-seasoned grant writers and only 
need a little time to iron out details. 

Equipment: —Projector/screen or Smartboard —Wireless internet for blue tooth capabilities —No 
blocking of Vimeo videos —space can be in a classroom, or large room with multiple classes 
participating (music room, cafeteria, etc) —Post it notes  —dry erase board or chalkboard 

About the Artists 

John Scott is an award winning filmmaker who has produced over a dozen films in Central 
Minnesota. He graduated from St Cloud State University and has been the Executive Director of the 
St Cloud Film Fest since 2012. He is married to Jody Barth and also works for Hasbro. 

Heidi Jeub is a painter, book binder, and community activator. She has been a teaching artist since 
2005 (a Compas Artist since 2012), and is pursuing her Masters of Professional Studies in Arts and 
Cultural Leadership at the University of Minnesota.  She actively creates cool art collaborations and 
projects as much as she can. She lives in Little Falls and has three children, Charlie(14), Anastahja 
(11), and Jackson (6). 

Check out some films at www.heidijeub.com/filmfest2015
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